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PEARL HARBOR.

 The History of its Acqui-

_sition,

#» IT8 LOCATION, APPFAR-

ANCE, AND OTHER
CHARACTERISTICS

An Unorthodox View by a
Student.
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Allow me space in your eolumns

that the treaty in question, which
ndmitted Hawaiian sugar and rice
to American ports duty frée, in
the face of a general duty of
about two conts per pound upon
those commodities, was nothing
more or less than a bonus of so
much money paid by the Awer-
iean  tnx-payers to the so-called
“Hawaiian”  planters, — under
which innocent and convenient
idescripti\'n appellation were in-
cinded planters of every national-
ity from China to Bweden, in an
eastward course: %

But'when the document, sub-
mitted by the President to the
Senate, came from that body with
an smendment embodied in its
text which completely changed
its purport by oalling for a ces-

[ratired from the fight against
its extension: the barons of Ha-
waii resumed the task of spend-
ing their dividends and clipping
their conpons; and yutil the latter
part of 1887 nothing further
transpired as to the cession ef
Pearl Harbor, '

In the mesfitime (Jome 30,- |
July 1-1887) the first in the
series of bloodless revolutions for
which Hawaii has become if not
famous at least notorious came to
pass.  Tarough it Mr. Gibson
was foreed out of the Government,
a so-called Reform Cabinet was
placed in office, the eonstitution
was abrogated, and another pro-
mulgated in its stead whereby
the King was reduced from
personal ruler to a virtnal figure
hesd. The sugar barons were
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to publisgh an essny on Peurl
Harbor which probably will seem
very unorthodox and which in
wany ways differs in opinions

sion by one to the other of the
parties of a supposedly highly
valuable but indefinite territorial

. : advantage, it metaphorically
and views frum the well estublish- knpeked both the “high contract-

ed doctrine that the salvation of ing parties,” as rvepresented by
Hawaii lies in the cession of Feurl | i1, pxscative of either Power,
Harbor to the United States, and | still higher. President Cleveland
that the salvation of the United | "
Stutes lies 1n the possession of
Pearl Harbor. [ write at some
length because I do not alone
desire to convinee you, Mr. Editor,
but also the great numbers un-
nequainded with the harb «r, of its
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in the saddle under the new
dispensation, and at once negotia-
tions were re-opened for an ex-
tension of the treaty, Mr. Cleve-
land, meantime, had putgrown
the feeling of resentment incident
to the Benate’s having trodden
upon his executive eorns, and
began to admit tle advdntage of
proceeding to an exchange of
ratifications of the treaty. This
wos - accordingly done in No-
vember 1887, und so the treaty
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the treaty extending

and Hawuii, was under

uselessness to Uwpcle Ssm as a

When, in the year 1886, while
the
alleged “'Reciprocity” Treaty of
1874, between the United States
ann-
gideration in the United States
Senate, Senator Edmiunds secured
the interpolation into its text, of
an article providing for the ces-
sion by Hawaii to the United
States, of the exclusive privilege
of entering Pearl Haxbor with its
ships of war, and there establish-
ing eoaling and repair stations for
the navy of the latter, he did an
act whose consequences are not

cousist in either approving or
rejecling - the ingtroment submit-
ted to it, withont nmendment or
alteration. 8o mueh disposed
was Mr. Cleveland to resent this
unexampled invasion of the Exe-
cutive domain, that his Secretary
of State actually notified the Ha-
waiian Minster at Washington,
that the President did not regard
the treaty, as negotiated and
ngroad
and as submitted by him to the
Senate, as having been approved
by the latter bLody in anch man-
ner ns the constitution contem-
plated, nor so as to make it in-
cumbent upon the President to
proceed with the exchange of ra-
tifleations,

But, if the effect of the Sena-
torial aberration referred to was
sullenness in the YWhite House, it
was  consternation in  Tolani

upan «by the diplomats

was given a renewed term of seven
years, at the end of which period,
in November of last year, and
thereafter, either party may
abrognte it upon the twelve
months' notice to the other.

But the exchange of ratification
last reforred to was preceded and
accompanied by a correspondence
boetween the Hawaiian Govern.

ment, acting through its Minister
al ' Washington, and the Américan

Secretary of State, Mr. Juysrd,
wherein  was embodied what
diplomoatic gentlemen are pleased
Lo term a “eontemporary construe-
tion” of the meaning of the
Article in the treuty which cedes
to the United States the exclusive
rights above veferred to. In a few
words, the effect of suol corres-
pondence. was to declare that
each of the contracting parties
understood and interpreted that
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shrewd piece of strategy on the
part of the Vermont Senator, and

Pualace in Honolulu and in the
halls of the sugar barons through-

one which did not at all appeal

knowing. But it rendered pos-

sible by the diversity of senti-
ment in the Senate, as to the re-

newal or extension of the then all

but lapsed treaty, upon any terms;,
and the scale seems to have been

turned 1n favor of such extension
by throwing in that large sized

by those who knew whore Pearl
Harbor was located, to represent a

decisive sirategical advantage to

the United States.

As negotiated by President
Cleveland’s Becrotary of State,
Mr. Bayard, the new treaty was a
very ‘bref wund unsepsational
document, and merely extended,
in terms, the thenexisting treaty,
for a-period of seven yesrs from

ratifioations therein provided for,
The old treaty, ag already stated,

tenure of life, for its stated term
of seven years had leng ago ex-
pired, ‘and it was subject to ab-
rogation upon twelve months'

to, or comfort the Cleyveland ad-
ministration of the dny, s the
writer hereof has nmple means of

buneh of national poliey, of inde-
finito weight, but then supposed,

tho date ol the exchange of the

bad then all but lapsed. Indeed,
it was enjoying a most precarious

notice from either of the con-
tracting powers, It was merely
adgnant at sufferance in the Am-
orican Treasury, liable to be serv-
«dwith notice to quit any duy,
and with a numerous and influ-
ential contingent in the SBeunate
¢lamoring for the imumediste sor-
vice ot such notice as would ex-
tinguish it, and would relegate
Hawuii, that pruper pensioner
upon the funds of Uncle Sam, fo
& position of self-dependence, It

was felt, and most reasonably so,

out this group. The administra-
tion of Prime Minister Gibson,
though wont to flout the barons
aforesaid upon all minor matters
und ocassions, seemed to realize
that they must, in spite of the
baronial oppesition to and abuse
of their general policy, so far
mollify the barons on the treaty
questions as to keep secure their
gragp upon the United States
treasury.  Mr. Gibson was a
shrewd old fox in matters politi
cal, He had taken the messure
of the barons, and of their pat-
riotic pretensions, and he kuew
that, while left to feed undistarb-
ed upon the dividend pie for
which they have shown such a
relish, no real danger lurked be-
hind their political mouthings.
Consgequently, it was deemed ol
vital importance to Mr. Gibson’s
administration that the treaty
should be extended upon some
terms; but those propoesed by the
Senate, involving as they did a
cession of territory and of
course of sovexeignty, would ex-
pose that administration, if no-
cepted, to a new danger from iis
erstwhile supporters, the Hawai-
ian people, — who swore wild
oaths against anyone who should

sign away an ineh of their ter-
ritory.

And so it eame to pass that the
sulks into which the Edmunds
amendment to the text of the
troaty had thrown Mr. Qleve-
land, vroved the salvation, forthe
time baing, of the Gibson regime;
for, quietly depositing the
amended draft of the treaty in a
pigeon hole of the State Depart-
ment, the President set at rest,
for & year or more all treaty ngi-
tation; the Louisiana senulors

article to be coterminous, in point
of time, with {he rest of the
troaty, and that it implied and
involved no cession of sovereiguty
in any part of the ceded wators or
territory, by or on the part of
the Hawaiian Government to the
United States. Just how ore nation
can code to another exclusive
privileges of eceupancy of the
territory of the ceding power
without a cession or loss of
sovereignty, or just how there
can be a dual sovereignty in Pearl
Hayxbor, in case it shall ever be
occupied as contemplated in the
article of the treaty now under
discussion, is one of those puzzles
which, tperhaps, oan best be
answered by members of the
Corps Diplomatic. In the mean-
time the United States Govern-
ment through its naval  officers
on this station has been acting
08 though it intended to avail

itsolf of the grantin question;and
the balance of thts article will be

devoted to n description of the
subject of the grant, its physical
features, and other matters per-
tinent to an understanding of the
gituation in  the world-famous
Pear] Lochs.

Lo be continued
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